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1.   Citation
   These Regulations may be cited as the Mines and Minerals (Prospecting and Leasing Charges) Regulations.
2.   Prospecting charges
   Charges in respect of prospecting licences referred to in section 72 of the Act shall be paid to the State annually in advance at the office of the Commissioner in the amount of P48 per square kilometre or part thereof per year:
[bookmark: _GoBack]   Provided that-
   (i)   where a charge in respect of a mining right is required to be paid for a period which is less than one year calculated from the anniversary of the date when the charge for that right first became payable, the charge for such period shall be abated proportionately;
   (ii)   in the event of a mining right lapsing during the annual period in respect of which the charge has been paid, the person who held such right when it lapsed shall be entitled to refund of a proportionate part of such charge.
3.   Mining lease charges in case of land in tribal territory
   The mining lease charges payable in accordance with section 73 of the Act in the case of land in a tribal territory to the district council within the area of which such land is situated shall be-
   (a)   P12 per square kilometre or part thereof per month in respect of land situated within a precious stone security area declared under the provisions of the Precious and Semi-Precious Stones (Protection) Act, in respect of which a state grant of a mining lease has been issued;
   (b)   P6 per square kilometre or part thereof per month in respect of-
      (i)   land in respect of which a state grant or a mining lease has been issued but which is not within a precious stone security area; and
      (ii)   land within a precious stone protection area.
